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A B S T R A C T  A R T I C L E I N F O 

The following article takes a deep dive into the character of 

Tamerlane in the book of “Tamburlaine the Conqueror” by an 

English writer Hilda Hookham and analyses how the author 

portrayed historical figure Amir Temur who was multifaceted, 

enigmatic historical character. The portrayal of Tamerlane by Hilda 

Hookham in "Tamburlaine the Conqueror" encapsulates the spirit of 

this complicated and fascinating historical figure.  Through her vivid 

descriptions and nuanced characterization, she brings Tamerlane to 

life on the pages of her work, painting a multifaceted portrait of a 

man. 
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      Introduction. Hilda Hookham, a British writer, provided a unique perspective on the enigmatic figure of 

Tamerlane, also known as Timur the Lame. In her writings, she delves into the complexities of Tamerlane's 

character, his military conquests, and his impact on history. Through her vivid descriptions and keen insights, 

she offers readers a glimpse into the world of one of history's most formidable conquerors. 

     Tamerlane, a Central Asian warlord who rose to power in the 14th century, remains a controversial figure 

in history. While some view him as a ruthless conqueror who left a trail of destruction in his wake, others see 

him as a brilliant military strategist and a patron of the arts and culture. This complexity is reflected in Hilda 

Hookham's portrayal of Tamerlane, which emphasizes both his profound cultural accomplishments and his 

terrible fighting tactics. 

Literture review.  Studying the literary works of writers and the annals of European historians allows us to 

construct a complex, contradictory picture of Sahibqiron. Particular focus is placed on his military actions and 

military art in each of these pieces. Western European writers and historians have made significant 

contributions to the artistic endeavors of Amir Temur, the promotion of science, culture, literature, and the 

arts, and the development of cordial and fraternal ties between the East and the West. To put it briefly, they 

value his contribution to world history greatly. 

      Researchers from different countries have long focused on the personality of Amir Temur. The study of 

his exploits and the Timurid era in general benefited greatly from the contributions of scientists, historians, 

and writers from other nations. Notable authors include Christopher Marlowe, Edgar Alan Poe, Nikolas Rou, 

Roy Stier, Justin Marozzi, Harold Lamb, Hilda Hookham, Voltaire, G. Vambery, L. Keren, and others. 

mailto:sh.n.sayidova@buxdu.uz
mailto:shahrizoda-88@mail.ru


Periodica Journal of Modern Philosophy, Social Sciences and Humanities 
Volume 31, June 2024 

 

55 
https://periodica.com 

      Methods and materials. This following paper is written through qualitative data collection.    The    

scientific    works    of several European writers and   other   scholars   are analyzed, compared and summarized 

through the analyzing extracts from their works.  

       Discussion. Hilda Hookham's description of Tamerlane offers a compelling insight into the life and times 

of one of history's most enigmatic figures. Through her vivid prose and keen observations, she brings 

Tamerlane to life in all his complexity, shedding light on the man behind the legend. Whether viewed as a 

ruthless conqueror or a cultured patron of the arts, Tamerlane remains a figure of enduring fascination, thanks 

in part to writers like Hilda Hookham who seek to unravel the mysteries of his legacy. 

     Hilda Hookham writes in her book about Tamerlane and influence of Timurid’s empire to world history 

like this: “Temur was the impersonification of the political, economical and cultural heritage of the previous 

development of Central Asia. By origin he belonged to the region where the brilliant works of the 10th and 

11th centuries of philosophy, medicine, astronomy, geography, history, literature in the Arabic and Persian 

languages were created. Later those works stimulated the development of the Eropean Renaissance and 

provided Europe the scientific base for many centuries in advance… 

     Temur’s advent on the historical stage was not a matter of his fortune, he was the most talented man, a real 

representative of his time.” 

     One of the key aspects of Tamerlane's character that Hilda Hookham explores is his ambition. She describes 

him as a man driven by a relentless desire for power and conquest, willing to go to any lengths to achieve his 

goals. Tamerlane's military campaigns, which spanned from Central Asia to the Middle East and India, are 

depicted in vivid detail, showcasing his strategic brilliance and his ruthless tactics on the battlefield. 

      At the same time, Hilda Hookham also delves into Tamerlane's more nuanced qualities. She highlights his 

love for art, architecture, and literature, portraying him as a cultured and sophisticated ruler who sought to 

promote learning and creativity in his empire. Tamerlane's patronage of scholars, poets, and artists is presented 

as a testament to his appreciation for the finer things in life, contrasting with his reputation as a brutal warrior. 

     Through her nuanced portrayal of Tamerlane, Hilda Hookham challenges readers to reconsider their 

preconceived notions about this complex historical figure. By highlighting both his strengths and his flaws, 

she invites us to see Tamerlane as a multifaceted individual whose legacy continues to fascinate and intrigue 

scholars and historians to this day.  In "Tamburlaine the Conqueror," Hilda Hookham delves into Tamerlane's 

ambition, portraying him as a driven and relentless figure who stops at nothing to achieve his goals. She 

explores his military prowess and strategic genius, depicting his conquests with vivid detail and capturing the 

brutal realities of warfare in the medieval world. 

   Moreover, Hilda Hookham also reveals Tamerlane's more human side, showcasing his love for art, culture, 

and learning. She highlights his patronage of scholars, poets, and artists, painting a picture of a ruler who 

valued creativity and intellect alongside his military might. Through her skilled storytelling and rich 

characterization, Hilda Hookham offers readers a glimpse into the complexities of Tamerlane's character, 

inviting them to consider the man behind the legend. Her portrayal of Tamerlane in "Tamburlaine the 

Conqueror" is a testament to her talent as a writer and her ability to bring historical figures to life in all their 

complexity and nuance." 

     The novel unfolds against the backdrop of Tamerlane's relentless pursuit of power, capturing the essence 

of his ambition and strategic brilliance. Hookham's portrayal of Tamerlane as a driven and uncompromising 

leader immerses readers in the tumultuous events of his time, showcasing his military prowess and the brutal 

realities of conquest. Through rich and evocative descriptions, she brings to life the epic scale of Tamerlane's 

campaigns, offering a visceral portrayal of the chaos and grandeur of medieval warfare. However, 

"Tamburlaine the Conqueror" is not merely a chronicle of military conquest; it also delves into the more 

nuanced aspects of Tamerlane's character. Hookham skillfully weaves in the ruler's love for art, culture, and 

learning, presenting him as a complex figure who valued intellectual pursuits alongside his military exploits. 

Her portrayal of Tamerlane as a patron of scholars, poets, and artists adds depth to his character, revealing a 

man whose legacy extends beyond the battlefield. Through her meticulous research and captivating 

storytelling, Hookham invites readers to consider Tamerlane not just as a conqueror, but as a multifaceted 

historical figure whose influence reverberated through the realms of politics, art, and culture. By intertwining 
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historical events with richly developed characters and evocative settings, she offers a nuanced exploration of 

Tamerlane's impact on the world around him. 

      Furthermore, "Tamburlaine the Conqueror" serves as a testament to Hookham's literary prowess, 

showcasing her ability to breathe life into historical narratives and bring forth the complexities of legendary 

figures. Her meticulous attention to detail and her skillful blending of fact and fiction result in a work that 

both educates and enthralls, offering readers a captivating glimpse into a pivotal period in history. 

      In conclusion, Hilda Hookham's "Tamburlaine the Conqueror" stands as a remarkable literary achievement 

that brings Tamerlane and his era to life with vivid imagery, compelling characters, and an immersive 

narrative. Through her masterful storytelling, Hookham offers readers an opportunity to explore the triumphs 

and tribulations of a legendary conqueror while shedding light on the enduring legacy of Tamerlane in history 

and literature. 
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