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How to effectively learn English with or without a teacher, in a limited time? 

Understanding what elements the language consists of will help you learn English easily and quickly. 

Very quickly, English will start to give in as soon as you have a clear plan. It's important to focus on exactly 

the skills you need and get rid of some barriers. 

Receptive and productive skills. 

What exactly do you mean when you say "I want to learn English quickly"? What skills are included 

in the concept of "learn"? Here are the main ones: 

• Speaking 

• Listening 

• Reading 

• Writing 

When we speak or write, we are active, we create a unique, our own speech product. Speaking and 

writing are productive skills. 

When we read or listen, we perceive what other people say or write, we ourselves are silent. Reading 

and listening are receptive skills (from the word receive — to receive, to perceive). 

 

Speaking 

You'll live your entirety life without being able to examined and type in. But without the capacity to 

speak, verbally express your contemplations, you may not go distant. In traveler places, local 

people frequently talk talked English, doing without colleges and courses. In the event that they 

are inquired to type in something, they are likely to discover "appalling" spelling mistakes. They will type 

in as they listen, for case: "weza" rather than "climate". But they will be able 

to conversation approximately this exceptionally climate in English. 

The expertise of exchanging from dialect to dialect is superbly worked out for them and they 

can effortlessly talk about the subjects that are interesting and vital to them. This can be since they once 

figured out how to memorize English, rapidly adjusting it to their needs. They meet nonnatives each day and 
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for them it could be a portion of life. The imperative thing is that they have consistent hone. Let's borrow 

this rule: 

 

Everyday practice 

1. Talk to a Russian-speaking teacher; 

2. Talk to a native speaker; 

3. Talk to other English learners; 

4. When none of the above is around, it's all the same to speak aloud in English.  

1. The advantages of studying with a Russian-speaking teacher, especially at the initial stage, are 

obvious: you feel "safe". Even if you don't switch to Russian unnecessarily, there is always an awareness that, 

if anything, you will always be understood. This can be compared to how kids learn to swim on an inflatable 

mattress or a ball — they work with their hands and feet a little, but then they relax, and the mattress still 

keeps on the water. For beginners, this may be good, but how to learn English quickly with this approach? If 

you are not lucky with a teacher, the training can take many years. Although, if the teacher is competent, and 

the student is ready to work actively and "stay on the water" even with a safety net, then you can learn English 

quickly in this way. 

2. Classes with native speakers are usually more expensive, but it's worth it: the student is "thrown into 

the water", the most real communication situation. If you lose the thread or forget the word in such a situation, 

there is nothing left but to reformulate your thought, pick up a synonym, show on your fingers, in the end. 

Speaking, usually takes up most of the lesson with a native speaker. Such conversations form the strongest 

neural connections in the brain. Therefore, this is one of the optimal ways to easily learn English at a 

conversational level, especially if you already have some kind of base. However, if it is not there, then it can 

be difficult with the carrier. The fact is that some native speakers (people from the USA, Canada, Great Britain, 

Australia and some other countries), although they teach the language, have not received special training and 

you will not hear explanations of certain linguistic phenomena from them. While Russian qualified teachers 

have these explanations bouncing off their teeth. Fortunately, the tendency to hire teachers without education, 

on the principle of "if only there was a carrier" is gradually coming to naught. 

3. Speaking English with fellow students is a well-proven auxiliary way to quickly learn English. Why 

is it auxiliary? Because it is most often used when teaching in a group, where an experienced teacher guides 

students, helps them communicate, while paying attention to the use of the material covered. That is, the 

students are under control, but the field of activity can be very wide. This option allows you to play games, 

compete, argue with opponents, discuss different ideas and face reactions to them in real time. It turns out a 

good imitation of real communication, again, in safe mode. 

4. When there is no one at hand, and you want to talk in English, you can also talk alone with yourself, 

organizing classes in a special way. There are many ways to quickly learn English on your own, but they all 

require self-motivation, discipline and regularity. Like in the gym — no one expects to get results by 

exercising once every two weeks? So, instructions for English learners on a desert island (it is highly desirable 

that Internet access is organized on the island): 

If you are watching a movie or a Youtube channel and hear a noteworthy English phrase, click "stop". 

Choose only interesting phrases, with an interesting intonation, an unusual word. This way there are more 

chances that you will have an emotional response, a necessary condition for learning English easily and 

simply. 

 

Writing 

To understand how to learn English quickly and improve your writing skills in English, you need to 

decide on goals. Why do you need written English? Is your work related to communicating with foreign 

colleagues by email or writing advertising texts on social networks, or do you need to know how to write a 

letter to the support service of some site? That's where you direct your efforts. The exercises should meet your 

needs, although writing an essay on a free topic is also an exciting activity for many. Here are some examples 

of real-life writing assignments that can be completed: 

• Write a real letter to someone, wait for an answer, reply, etc.; 
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• Keep your own blog in English; 

• Write comments on English-language websites; 

• Fill out the questionnaires and registration forms.  

In recent decades, the way of writing texts has changed very dramatically. Messengers, social 

networks, the ability to comment on videos, new communication styles have appeared. Some abbreviations 

and slang can be learned only by corresponding with foreigners on the Internet. This is not a way to learn 

English perfectly, but it will teach you a modern written language. 

 

Listening 

Now, if I knew all the grammar and all the words, I would understand everything! — some people 

think and are deeply mistaken. An obstacle may be too fast speech, the inability to isolate the main semantic 

blocks, the inability to determine by ear where one word ends and another begins. 

In fact, understanding every word is not a prerequisite for successful listening. A more useful skill 

would be to isolate the essence of the message. Also, if the message contains important numbers, addresses, 

names, they also need to be isolated from the speech stream. 

Often in textbooks there is an audio application with dialogues. But how much will listening to such 

recordings help to hear the interlocutor in life and how can you quickly learn English while trying to 

understand such dialogues? In real life, we do not hear a dialogue between two people from the outside, but 

participate in it. We hear the interlocutor and have the opportunity to answer, clarify what we did not 

understand, and also, most often, there is an opportunity to observe the facial expressions and gestures of the 

speaker, which facilitates the process of understanding. Therefore, a communicative approach to listening, 

when the listening skill is integrated into a natural communication situation, seems preferable. 

You can also practice listening skills with teachers or just people who are ready to speak English with 

you. Everything that is listed in the paragraph about speaking works here. It's just that if you want to learn 

English quickly, you need to practice active listening and speaking more often, sometimes diluting them with 

passive watching movies in English or listening to songs, radio shows and podcasts. 

 

Reading 

Problems faced by many who try to read in English: 

▪ There are too many unfamiliar words, so you have to constantly stop and look into the 

dictionary; 

▪ All the words seem familiar, but it is impossible to understand the meaning of the sentence; 

▪ Reading progresses very slowly and the thread of the plot is lost, it becomes uninteresting. 

Writing out and memorizing each new word can and will help improve your English, as we have 

already written how to learn new words quickly. But it is unlikely to help you improve the skill of actually 

reading. When reading in Russian, we can easily miss an incomprehensible word, the plot captures and we 

move on. Try to practice the same approach in English, discarding perfectionism. Read the book "for speed", 

having allocated yourself a week or two. If you do not have time — skip unfamiliar words, follow the 

development of the plot. 

Two techniques of "inattentive" reading that will help you read in English as in your native language: 

o Reading "diagonally". Do you remember the lectures at the institute? Read the text quickly in 

search of a general idea, as if you don't have time. Ask yourself simple questions: what is this text about? 

Where is the action taking place? Who writes? Do not delve into the intricacies of the plot and lexical means. 

o Scanning. Run your eyes through the text and find some specific information you need: phone 

number, date, fact. Posters, guidebooks and similar information sources are often viewed this way. 

All four skills work together, and when you train one of them, you prepare the ground for the other. 

Make English a part of your life. Learn to switch from speaking to listening, from listening to reading, and so 

on. Very quickly you will speak, understand, write and read much better. 
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