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In the era of intensifying globalization, environmental issues have become among the most pressing and 

multidimensional challenges confronting contemporary society. The accelerating processes of environmental 

degradation, the continuous depletion of natural resources, and the growing imbalance within ecological 

systems are significantly constraining the prospects for sustainable development. Against this backdrop, 

fostering ecological culture among the younger generation has emerged as a strategic educational and social 

priority. Ecological culture may be understood as a system of environmentally oriented values, knowledge, 

and behaviors that shape an individual’s responsible and conscious interaction with the natural environment. 

Its development is largely conditioned by the synergistic influence of formal education, family upbringing, 

and the wider socio-cultural environment, all of which function as interrelated determinants in the formation 

of environmental awareness and responsibility. In particular, the development of ecological consciousness 

among young people is regarded as a crucial factor in addressing future environmental challenges. At present, 

processes of integrating environmental relations into the global system of international ecological interactions 

are increasingly observable. These developments place the formation of ecological culture at the forefront of 

the agenda, creating conditions for establishing a balanced and rational relationship between humans and 

nature. Notably, public attitudes toward environmental issues across countries are becoming increasingly 

pronounced and actively expressed. The growing severity of ecological problems necessitates the 

enhancement of ecological culture within society, as well as the broader application of modern mechanisms 

of environmental education and upbringing. Accordingly, the current agenda prioritizes a more precise 

examination of the positive and negative consequences of ecological globalization, its impact on social 

relations, as well as the scientific foundations of educating an ‘ecological personality’. In particular, special 
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attention is directed toward identifying optimal models for the formation of ecological culture among students. 

This includes the development of effective pedagogical approaches and conceptual frameworks aimed at 

fostering environmentally responsible behavior and consciousness within the educational environment. 

Ecological culture constitutes a specific structural component of social relations and represents a system of 

practical human actions that evolves in harmony with both nature and society as integral dimensions of human 

cultural development. Human culture cannot be reduced merely to external expressions of refinement, 

etiquette, aesthetic appearance, or interpersonal kindness; such a narrow interpretation remains one-sided and 

incomplete. Rather, genuine cultural development presupposes a parallel and responsible orientation toward 

the interests of both nature and society. Both historical and contemporary development processes have been 

shaped by this worldview, and there is little doubt that future progress will continue to follow the same 

fundamental logic. Ultimately, ecological culture plays a decisive role in ensuring a meaningful, balanced, 

and spiritually enriched human life. 

At present, the exponential advancement of technological development combined with the rapid growth of the 

human population has led to a level of resource consumption and pollutant emissions that significantly  

exceeds the Earth’s ecological carrying capacity. This imbalance has generated profound global  disparities, 

manifesting most visibly in climate change and the substantial loss of biological  diversity. Over  recent 

decades, humanity has become increasingly concerned about the severity of these environmental  imbalances 

and has sought to identify emerging social and political transformation  trends aimed at mitigating potential 

catastrophic consequences in the future. However, the proposed  solutions for mitigating the  impacts of the 

ecological crisis predominantly emphasize the development    of cleaner and more efficient technologies, 

while simultaneously underscoring the necessity of   socio-cultural  transformation. Within the context of 

globalization, technological advancement may offer significant  benefits;  nevertheless, it must be 

acknowledged that technology has   historically functioned as a tool enabling the intensive exploitation of 

Earth’s resources, guided largely by   human cultural will and decision-making. In this sense, technology can 

be understood as a neutral   instrument whose  positive or negative outcomes depend on human morality, 

cultural values, and collective   responsibility.  Accordingly, addressing  the current ecological crisis first and 

foremost requires a fundamental cultural shift, which can only be achieved through education as its primary 

driving force. 

Ecological culture has consistently remained a relevant issue across different historical periods, and its 

dynamic transformation and comparative nature represent an objective developmental process. In the early 

stages of human coexistence with nature, the emergence of ecological perceptions marked an initial step in 

the mutual transformation of both humanity and the natural environment. Nature provided resources and 

conditions for human development, while human activity, in turn, contributed to the transformation of natural 

systems. As human life became more active and complex, the natural environment was increasingly shaped 

and, in many respects, aesthetically transformed. Throughout the process of environmental appropriation and 

interaction, human intellect and social organization gradually evolved and reached higher levels of 

development. Indeed, since the emergence of human society, various attitudes and approaches toward the 

natural environment—such as the recognition of its mysteries, the accumulation of environmental knowledge, 

and the formation of culturally embedded practices and traditions—have been refined through historical 

development and gradually acquired the status of cultural values. Over time, these developments contributed 

to the systematization of ecological worldview at both individual and societal levels, integrating national and 

universal, as well as natural and social value systems. Ultimately, this process has fostered the formation of a 

responsible ecological consciousness, shaping human perceptions, aspirations, and attitudes toward nature and 

its resources, while defining its paradigmatic directions and functional significance. 

Emerging ecological trends necessitate the further enhancement of human ecological culture, with particular 

emphasis on strengthening environmental education and upbringing, as well as aligning these processes with 

internationally recognized standards. 

In the country, the comprehensive coverage of school-age children within the general education system, along 

with the creation of favorable conditions for their access to education, constitutes one of the primary tasks in 

the formation of a well-rounded generation. This is closely linked to the role of state ecological policy, which 

operates within the higher levels of the political governance structure. Political authority encompasses 
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mechanisms for organizing, managing, and monitoring environmental relations. On this basis of public 

administration, proposals are developed for establishing a legal and regulatory framework aimed at fostering 

ecological culture. Consequently, laws regulating environmental relations are adopted, and the legal 

mechanisms of state governance become increasingly active. The organizational, managerial, and supervisory 

functions of the state contribute significantly to the formation of ecological culture, and these processes are 

further strengthened through education and upbringing. At the same time, contemporary environmental 

challenges require that institutional governance structures and regulatory mechanisms be grounded in legal 

norms and universal ethical principles. The democratic nature of this process places particular responsibility 

on governance structures in addressing the obstacles that hinder the rapid development of ecological culture 

among school students. 

At present, the influence of a system that is not fully aligned with international standards within state 

environmental policy and governance structures is becoming increasingly evident in the functioning of general 

education schools. 

Firstly, at the level of the state executive authority, there is a lack of a dedicated national program aimed at 

establishing ecological corners in general education schools and ensuring their effective practical use. For 

instance, in the context of ecological globalization, several advanced countries such as Finland, China, France, 

and Germany—where the agenda increasingly emphasizes the creation of practical platforms that effectively 

contribute to the development of students’ ecological culture—have implemented ecological corners in nearly 

every school. These facilities are not limited to conducting environmental experiments alone; they are also 

designed for practical learning in subjects such as biology, geography, and other natural sciences. As a result 

of this applied system, students are able to comparatively analyze and integrate their theoretical knowledge 

with practical skills.   

Secondly, within the legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan, there is currently no specific law regulating 

the establishment and practical utilization of ecological corners in educational institutions. However, 

ecological corners exist in approximately 5,200 general education schools across the country, which does not 

constitute even 50 percent of all schools nationwide. In contrast, developed countries such as the United States, 

Japan, and the United Kingdom have enacted specific legal frameworks that regulate the establishment of 

ecological learning spaces within the context of ecological globalization. In these countries, the construction 

of educational institutions is not approved unless they include designated practical areas for natural science 

instruction. It is evident that the presence of proactive legislative initiatives plays a significant role in 

effectively fostering ecological culture within general education schools. 

Thirdly, there is an increasing need for the fundamental reform of general education schools. In Uzbekistan, 

many schools have not yet fully departed from the legacy structural model inherited from the former Soviet 

system. In remote rural and village areas, the provision of modern educational infrastructure remains 

significantly underdeveloped. Furthermore, a considerable number of schools continue to operate on a double-

shift basis, while the process of digital transformation within the education system is progressing at a relatively 

slow pace. In contrast, general education institutions in developed countries are equipped with modernized 

material and technical infrastructure. For example, in Singapore, Finland, Japan, China, the United States, and 

various European countries, schools are equipped with small-scale laboratories capable of monitoring air 

pollution levels. The financial resources for modernizing the material and technical base of schools are 

primarily derived from the state budget, which highlights the importance of strict governmental oversight in 

this process. Accordingly, strengthening the financing system of general education institutions and developing 

alternative models for organizing the learning process on a single-shift basis have become pressing priorities. 

General education schools constitute the primary scientific-practical and methodological foundation for the 

formation of ecological culture among the younger generation. This is due to the fact that, upon entering 

school, students receive education within a structured system of distinct academic disciplines. In this process, 

the integration of environmental content derived from the structure and essence of each subject plays a crucial 

role in the formation and consolidation of students’ ecological culture. Accordingly, general education schools 

represent one of the key institutional components of the ecological culture formation system. The development 

of students’ ecological awareness is reinforced in schools through both theoretical instruction and practical 

activities. In this regard, as emphasized by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Sh. Mirziyoyev, it is 
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essential to organize the general secondary education system in accordance with contemporary requirements 

and to create all necessary conditions for the comprehensive development of children. 

Another important component in the formation of ecological culture among young people is the family. 

Environmental knowledge and воспитational skills acquired within the family are further developed in school 

and subsequently strengthened within the family environment itself. It is primarily within the family that 

children internalize knowledge, skills, and behavioral models from adults, while adults, in turn, reproduce and 

transmit their life experiences through the upbringing of their children. The family environment is 

characterized by its unique structure, where each member bears responsibility for fostering a new generation 

and ensuring the establishment of a stable and healthy family system. Therefore, one of the primary objectives 

of Uzbek families is to raise children who are economically independent, well-educated, and capable of 

contributing to societal development. The Uzbek family is distinguished by its unique identity, national 

character, moral values, and aesthetic outlook. Its historical traditions, customs, rituals, ethical norms, lifestyle 

patterns, spiritual values, and interpersonal relations differ significantly from those of Western societies, and 

are characterized by values such as modesty, politeness, kindness, hospitality, generosity, cleanliness, 

orderliness, sincerity, and honesty, which are consistently instilled in children from early childhood. It is 

precisely during this early developmental stage that a child begins to perceive and comprehend both positive 

and negative phenomena, and their pure consciousness absorbs impressions from the family and surrounding 

environment much like a blank sheet of paper. As a result, the child’s affection and respect toward parents 

and grandparents, as well as their attitude toward the surrounding environment, gradually develop and mature 

over time. 

Another significant component of the institutional framework of environmental governance is the mahalla, 

which plays an indispensable role in the formation and consolidation of ecological culture among students in 

general education schools. Within the hierarchy of school-related social partnership networks, the mahalla 

represents the immediate post-familial institutional layer and functions as a key coordinating mechanism 

between the family and the educational institution. In this regard, it operates as an essential socio-institutional 

structure that not only facilitates the development of ecological culture but also initiates and sustains tripartite 

cooperation frameworks involving schools, families, and the local community. The mahalla maintains 

continuous and systematic interaction with general education institutions and serves as the social entity most 

closely informed about the socio-spiritual conditions of families. Consequently, it performs a critical 

mediating function in strengthening the integration between household environments and educational systems. 

Its role is particularly evident in the organization of collective ecological practices, such as nationwide 

community clean-up initiatives, which are recognized as integral expressions of ecological values. Overall, 

the dynamics of school activities, family conditions, teacher-student relations, and the interaction between 

educational institutions and families can be most comprehensively observed within the mahalla environment, 

which reflects these processes with notable clarity. 

Mass media also plays a specific and increasingly significant role in shaping the ecological culture of young 

people. In the era of globalization, achieving sustainable development without the active involvement of mass 

media has become virtually impossible. The new millennium has placed digital governance across all sectors 

at the forefront of global development priorities, and the education system has likewise undergone digital 

transformation. In this regard, the Republic of Uzbekistan is also prioritizing the modernization of its 

education and upbringing system, with particular emphasis on the digitalization of all educational institutions. 

Indeed, contemporary conditions clearly demonstrate that education can no longer be conceptualized 

independently of information technologies. The development of mass media significantly transforms human 

life and cognitive processes, thereby also contributing to the enhancement of students’ ecological culture. 

While general education schools operate on the basis of standardized curricula and provide education 

grounded in national and universal values and traditions, mass media complements this process through 

broader informational exposure. As one researcher specializing in this field notes, ‘the mass media is an active 

agent of integrating the individual into society and serves as a primary transmitter of social experience; 

therefore, its role in the process of socialization is of critical importance.’ This perspective indicates that the 

effective socialization of students depends on their ability to assimilate existing societal experiences. In this 

context, mass media plays a leading role. In societies where mass media operates freely and without excessive 



Periodica Journal of Modern Philosophy, Social Sciences and Humanities 
Volume 53, April,  2026 

 

46 
https://periodica.com 

censorship, students are able to acquire social experience without significant barriers or restrictions, which in 

turn gives the process of ecological education a more liberal and open character. Conversely, any restrictions 

imposed on mass media may ultimately weaken the ecological education process among students and lead to 

a one-sided formation of ecological awareness. 

Special emphasis on private education, combined with the establishment of a healthy competitive 

environment, can effectively facilitate the transition from ecological literacy to ecological culture. This 

concept can be fully understood and promoted only through a socio-contextual approach that ensures the 

accurate identification and application of appropriate methods and instruments. In this regard, both 

methodological clarity and contextual sensitivity are essential for achieving meaningful outcomes in 

ecological education and cultural transformation. 
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